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Asbestos is an important cause of occupational

Exposure to radon is probably the second-

lung cancer and the unique cause of malignant

leading cause of lung cancer in the United

mesothelioma, and remains an occupational and

States and Europe. Radon gas forms from the

environmental hazard in many countries. However,

radioactive decay of uranium, found at differing

there are many other causes of occupational

concentrations in soil and rock throughout the

cancer, and asbestos accounts for less than one-

world. While the general population is exposed

third of occupational cancers globally.
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Exposure to outdoor
air pollution causes
over half a million
lung cancer deaths
each year.

“

Outdoor air pollution levels
are highest in economically
transitioning countries.

The air we breathe has become
polluted with a mixture of
cancer-causing substances.
We now know that outdoor air
pollution is not only a major risk to
health in general, but also a leading
environmental cause of
cancer deaths.
— Dr. Kurt Straif, former Head of the
IARC Monographs Section
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workplace provides an
opportunity to reduce
the cancer burden,
particularly for workers
with unacceptably
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ENVIRONMENTAL
& OCCUPATIONAL
EXPOSURES

ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTANTS

Approximately 3–6% of all cancers
worldwide are caused by exposures to
carcinogens in the workplace.

Indoor air pollution
from use of solid fuel
is estimated to cause
about 3.8 million
deaths, including about
285,000 lung cancer
deaths, each year in
low- and middle-income
countries.

*limited to agents with occupational exposure linked to two or more cancer sites
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