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Breast, prostate, lung,
and colorectal cancers
represent over half of
all cancer diagnoses
in Europe.
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Europeans represent about
one-tenth of the global
population, yet one in four
of all cancer diagnoses
occur in this region.
In many European countries, one in
three people will be diagnosed with
cancer by the age of 75.
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Substantial variation in incidence and mortality
rates are observed at the national level, where

“

The diverging health trends (including
cancer) in Europe are a testimony to
both the successes and failures of health
policy in Europe.
— Johan Mackenbach, Professor of Public Health
at Erasmus MC, and Martin McKee, Professor of
European Public Health at the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
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Trends in all cancer sites combined* in Denmark
and the United Kingdom**, 1960–2014
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lifetime risk of a cancer diagnosis ranges from 35%
in Ireland—indicating that 1 in 3 persons in Ireland
will be diagnosed with cancer over the course of
their lifetime—to 25%, or 1 in 4 persons, in
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difference in rates is seen for mortality, with the
highest and lowest mortality rates observed in
Hungary and Sweden, respectively. The risk of
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dying from cancer in men varied from 22% in the
women from 13% in Hungary to 7% in Spain.

Denmark
Belgium

Although all-cancer incidence
rates have increased,
mortality rates have declined.
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Lung and prostate
cancers are the most
frequent cancers
in most European
countries among men,
while breast cancer
ranks first in all
European countries
in women.
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*Excludes non-melanoma skin cancer.
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