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Regional Diversity

NORTHERN
AFRICA, WEST &
CENTRAL ASIA
In this diverse region
with countries at
differing stages of
the cancer transition,
cancers associated
with infection,
smoking, and excess
body weight are
all common.

Northern Africa and Central and Western Asia
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Western Asia is a large region, with close to
400,000 estimated cancer cases annually, but
high-quality cancer registry data are available for
only few countries, partly due to large numbers of
displaced persons and ongoing conflicts. Some
bladder cancer incidence rates; Lebanon notably
has the highest estimated incidence rate in the
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Several countries in the region,
particularly in Western Asia,
have a high proportion of
cancer cases attributable to
excess body weight.
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“

We need to ask ourselves: What
legacy do we want our generation to be
known for? The one that watched the
NCD epidemic destroy the lives of
our children and our children’s children,
or the generation that said
‘enough is enough’ and took action?
— HRH Princess Dina Mired, The Third
UN High Level Meeting on NCDs: Time
to Deliver, 27th September 2018
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